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on the lines advocated as inconsistent with effective British
Administration or indeed with effective control of any sort.
For some years to come the appointment of Arab Governors
or high officials except in an advisory capacity would involve
the rapid decay of authority, law and order followed by
anarchy and disorder . . . Effective British administration
is vital to the continued existence of Mesopotamia as an
independent state or administrative entity.x
He continued to express his conviction, both in this memor-
andum and in other dispatches to H.M. Government,2 that he
was working on right lines and that good administration would
counteract serious political discontent — a characteristic belief
of Anglo-Indian administrators.
In the end, however, he was forced to the reluctant conclu-
sion that his 'right lines' were not those approved by H.M.
Government nor those which would find acceptance in the
country itself. The Prime Minister's speech in the House of
Commons on February 23rd, 1920, reaffirming the Anglo-
French Declaration; the discouraging attitude of the Foreign
Office regarding his proposals for further administrative and
financial measures (August and March); the seizing of the bit
into their own teeth by the Arab Nationalists in Syria when
Sharif Faisal was declared King of Syria and Sharif 'Abdullah,
King of clraq;3 and the rising temper in clraq convinced him,
as he had never been convinced before, that his views, as
expressed in the dispatch of November I5th, were unacceptable
to H.M. Government and untenable in the new situation.
Sharifian influence was still his bugbear, however, and, in a
last-hour attempt to exclude it, he approached H.M. Govern-
ment in a series of telegrams, March i8th, igth, soth, and 2ist
proposing measures which he had so long opposed, as for
1 Letter No 3443^, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India, November
iSth, 1919.
a As in telegrams- No 750, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India,
January i8th, 1920; No 1485, same to same, February 3rd, 1920
3 By Syrian and 'Iraqi Covenanters at Damascus, March 8th, 1920,
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